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This talk presents the results of a qualitative study of the cultural values 
and norms of academic astronomy, as transmitted through the sociali-
zation of graduate students into giving talks, asking questions, and parti-
cipating in departmental speaking events. This study also looked at the 
conflicts that arise when implicit cultural norms, which are practiced but 
remain unacknowledged, are inconsistent with the official, explicit values 
and norms for speaking in astronomy. Doctoral students and faculty 
members in a single astronomy department, at a large US university, 
were interviewed in-depth about the goals of, and their experiences with, 
various departmental research speaking events. The desired outcomes 
expressed for these speaking events included: (1) lively, informal dis-
cussion among all participants, (2) increasing graduate student verbal 
participation in these events as they “learn to speak like astronomers,” 
and (3) the utility of these events in helping graduate students learn and 
practice their speaking and reasoning skills. In practice these goals were 
not achieved for a number of reasons which I will discuss. 
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